


Dear Gentien and Elodie,    May, 2012

 As I was checking out of my hotel in Paris, after your father's funeral 
and after visiting my dying father, I got chatting with the owner. He 
was an exotic man, an Ethiopian Jew, with a large extended family spread 
across the world. He insisted that this was the best time in history to 
be alive because this was the era of revealed secrets as there was nothing 
to hide any more. I told him a little about our grandfather – how he 
had fought in the French army, then worked alongside Charles de Gaulle 
in London, then ended up in the French Camerouns. His reaction surprised 
me. He insisted that men like Pierre were "bait" for the most interesting 
stories. 
 These people, although not honorable themselves, force us to look at the 
past in a way that challenges us to reexamine our core beliefs. I have come 
to discover this to be true at least for me. Your father, Robert, abandoned 
by his father, Pierre, devoted his life to restoring honor to the family name.  
Your job, as far as I can see, is to make his effort worth all the trouble and 
sacrifice that he put into the meaning he gave his life. 
 We have both lost an uncle and a father. My father's dying words to me 
were: "Yolanda, don't bother with the old people. It is the young that matter. 
Help them to get on with their lives."
 I consider my father to have been a very lucky man. He died before his 
children or grandchildren, unlike our grandparents. He knew each of his six 
grandchildren into their maturity and has made a huge contribution to 
their development as amazing human beings. Your father did not have that 
blessing but I hope that I may be privileged enough to be a part of your 
children's lives. Even if I cannot, I hope that this book will give you courage 
and wisdom to carry on with your lives in ever more meaningful ways.

Much love from your American cousin,

Yolanda Chetwynd 



The booklet
is dedicated to:

Tom Chetwynd
- and -

Robert Soyer de Bosmelet

Two wonderful fathers.




















































































































































































































